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NURSING ECHOES. - 
We have very sincere pleasure in reportling 

that Miss Elma Smith, the very popular Matron 
of the Colindale Haspitad, who undarwent a 
serious operation last week, and has been dan- 
germsly ill for a few days, i,s delightsing her 
nurses and friends by her polwers of recovery, 
and there is  now every hope that she will make 
a good convalescence. During her long and 
honourable service as Matron of the Hendon 
Infirlmary, nolw HoSlpital, Miss Elma Smith has 
g-reatIy endeared harslelf to several generations 
of pupils, and to hundreds of sick people. We 
cannot afford, in these days, to  Iose any of the  
courageous women who have spent thlemsdves 
and their money in winn’ing the Nursing Aots, 
and bdpliiig % found the Profession of Nursing. 
Miss Smith became a member of the R.B.N.A. 
in 1888, and has worked splendidly for Regisc 
tratioa since that day to thlis, and we cannot 
spare her nQw in the &y of Victory. 

We have received from Mists Antoinette E. 
Schiuller, the Ed iW of thle C.L.S.R. Nurses’ 
League, a copy of its 1919 League: Jonm-nal, 
which contains an excdknt portrait of this 
lady a s  a frontispiece, which her fellow nurses 
will ble charmed ta  receive. 

The City of Westminster Infirmary, Hendon, 
is no longer a, Poor Law Nursing Training 
Schml. The fine bruildhg has been taken over 
by the Metrogditan Asylums BoHrd, working 
with the Ministry d Health, and is  to be used 
for the treatment of tuberculo.si,s, where very 
up-to-date treatment will be under the super- 
vision of t‘ha new Mediad Superintendent, D,r. 
Marcus Paterson.. It is rumoured t h a t  t he  
buiilding is to be enlarged to accommdlate more 
bedis, and th is  will n e s d t a t e  extending the 
Nurses’ Home for tihe increase of staff. Much 
interest has been shown in the new wrange- 
ment by past nurses, who are anxious t o  rdurn 
to Hendon and forward the warlr. 

The Guardians have decided for the future to 
present a silver medal to the nurse who heads 
the examination list, and a bronze one to the 
second. 

The beautiful Memorial TabJet ereoted for the 
nurses Lvha fell in W war was placed in posi- 
tion in the Home a t  the and of the year, and 
is still! waiting fm t h e  unveiling ceremony, 
which, w t h e r  with tbe General Meeting d 
the League, is postponed owing to the sudden 
ilIness of the President, Mks Elma Smith. Not 
for long, let u s  hbpe. The League Journal 
contains interesting “ W a r  Records )’ d the 
work of the members. 

A very sympathetic article appears from the 
pen of Miss L. C. Cooper, who is now engaged 
iin Health Visiting, and is evidently an ardent 
lover of babies, or she could not write af tlim 
so tendierly :- 

“ I have just witnessed the death of one of my 
babies-the sweetest, prettiest, well-cared-for 
and loved baby in the district, just ten months old. 

I had thought that in my district there should 
be no Infant Mortality, but my conceit is gone. 
Alas ; I felt so certain that if I watched over my 
mothers and babies, and worked hard, that my 
little ones would be enabled to grow up strong, 
healthy citizens, able t o  lead good, useful lives, 
but God still moves in mysterious ways, His 
wonders to perform, and it appears to  me as 
though the beautiful Temple not made with 
hands, and ‘the many mansions which are being 
prepared for us cannot be built altogether of 
jasper, gold and precious stones, but inasmuch 
as His only Son became the corner stone, so the 
beautiful carvings and work must be med in by 
our own priceless treasures, and when each one 
is called home it must be because He is just ready 
for that bit of his own handiwork, and that this 
sweet babe, in perfect health and beauty, is slling 
an important niche in the Temple of God. AS 
I think this I become less .bitter, more humble 
and not so ready to  give up in despair.” 

There are other interesting artides in this 
Journal, and it  is very well edited and prohoed. 

A fire in an hstitutton containing blind men 
is a terrifying orded, and 150 blinded soldiers 
and sailors were in bed at St. Dunstan’s Hostd, 
Regent’s Park, N.W., when a- fire broke out 
in the linen room in ithe early hours of Fniday, 
hfatrcb 26th. Their discipline stood thieun in 
good stead, and they dressed d y  and q w y ,  
and w e  then conducted by the Matron and 
V.A.D. nurses to the lounge in the west wing, 
where they remained until the fim was gofi 
under. 

Abaut fifty V.A. D. ’s wme sleeping on the top 
floor, and 6’hey maae a h r r i d  escape down the 
emergency iron staircase;, many of them only 
having time tu put on shoes and wrap them- 
seIves in cloaks aver Mir night attim.‘ T ~ v a  
of them (Miss Effie Grevilinlr and Miss Esme 
CdllhgwoOcI) sustained bru!isas, and Miss Sava 
Frankland was discwered lying under ai bed 
in one of the rooms, overcome by smoke, and 
unconscious. She was removed to the MidkUe- 
sex Hospital, where, we are glad to learn, she 
progressed favourably. 

The fire was extinguished in two how$, but 
the linen roam was destroyed, and the ward 
beneath and the passages w a  badly d a m w d .  

The General Hospital, Birmingham, is a very 
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